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WHAT T g CLAIMED IS: 

^vlcl adapted for deployment in a body 

vesse\comprising: nlurality of openings for 

filter having a plurality 01 
fluid flow therethrough; and 
proximally-tapered collapsible frame 
v . tQ the filter and operably 

cdu piea; to a guidewire, said frame 
an expandable mouth coupled to 

>r and adapted to operate 
betwee^Sn expanded profile and a 
collapsedVofile, and longitudinal ribs 
having o PP o\d first and second ends, 
said first e\ being coupled to the 
guidewire, and \id second . ends being 
• coupled to the mo\h, said ribs being 
sloped outwardly in a\expanded position 
to form . the proxV 11 * tap6red 
collapsible frame. 

The\ device of claim 1 wherein the mouth is 
normally biased in the expanded profile . 

3 , . Th e \evice of claim 2 wherein the mouth is 
formed of a resilient wire material. 

The dLce of claim 1 wherein the mouth and 
r ibs are integ^V formed from a mesh sheet material. 

The dtoticrw -c^aim 1 wherein the filter has 
a'distal end fixekly coupled to the guidewire. 

s . The device of claim 1 wherein the filter is 

generally cone-shabed. 
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V he device of claim 1 wherein mouth Is f ormeo 
of a pleated ring. 

X device of claim 1 wherein ribs are fixedly 
secured to the^ guidewire. 

V • «f rlaim 1 and further comprising 
o The device or claim x 

of the filter. \ 

3 -L of claim 1 wherein the frame 
10 m The devide of claim 

includes at least foVr ribs. 



The device \ claim 7 wherein the pleated ring 
includes at least four \f olds . 

The device ofW- 1 -herein the mouth and 



12. 

ribs are integrally for 




n m combination/ \ w—a., 

a device adapte\ for deployment m a body 
vessel including: 

a filter havkg a plurality of openings 
for fluiV f low therethrough, said 
- filter beVng adapted to be coupled 
to a wire \f or operation; 
a proximally-taVered collapsible frame 
coupled to\he filter and operably 
coupled toAthe core wire, said 
frame including an expandable mouth 
adapted to \operate between an 
expanded profile and a collapsed 



plofile, and sloped longitudinal 
r L having opposed first and 
selond ends, said first ends being 
colled to the wire and said second 
endl being coupled to the mouth 
saidWibs being sloped outwardly in 
che \xpanded profile to form the 
proXlly-tapered collapsible 

frame ;\ and 

^ Af » tubular member sized for 
a sheath formed ck a tubu ^ 
Pl-ement ovW the r 

mouth and filter 
profile. \ 

A method for deploying a device in a vessel 
collecting debris, compri^ng -he £ ^ ^ 
providing . , deV- ^ W t^, ^ ^ 
movable relet, JQ ting the 

filter and a t^YI i-vj. 
filter in a cllVpsed profile and an 
filter in TJfC^ie, said frame 
expanded dep ^ ' d 
being normally biased 

de * 10Ved £^* slath having proximal 
providing an elongated « lumen 

and distal ends ahd 

extending therethrough; ^ 
x, ^pvice ih the lumen of tne 
positioning the dev: ^ & 

sheath to maintain \ the 

collapSed Tib and ievice into a body 
inserting the sheath and de 

lumen and advancing the distal 
the sheath to locate^ the device at 
deployment site; and 
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\ «-v,<= ch^ath to withdraw the 

proximalV-y moving the sheatn co . . - 

shelth while maintaining the position of 
the Widewire to remove the sheath from 
the\device to expand the frame and 
filter- 

1S The methodlf claim 14 wherein the guidewire 

is 'concurrently inserted with the device and sheath. 

The method ok claim 14 wherein the Suidewire 
iUertion of the device, and the 
Lrir dvCIarvetr^dewire for placement at 
device is i locke d to the guidewire prior 

the deployment site and is locKeo l. 

to withdrawal of the sheath. 

A method for kemoving a deployed device, 
deployed in an expanded opkting profile for collecting 
debris from a vessel, compWng the steps of: 
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providing the 
tapered col 
a filter, s' 
including a 
sloped ribs e 
in a deployed 



etsice 



sible 



with a proximally 
[me for supporting 
Anally tapered frame 
plurality longitudinally 
radially outwardly 

m a ucfiuyv- profile, 

n „r,r, a ripd sheath having proximal 
providing an elongatied sneat a 

and distal enW and an inner lumen 
extending therethrough; 
inserting the elongated sheath to align the 
distal end thereof with the 
longitudinally \sloped ribs of the 
deployed device; 



-29- 



ribs of the 



longitudinally sloped 
deployed device; 
positioning the sheath over the 
longitudinally sloped ribs to collapse 

the device; and 
proximallyWithdrawing the sheath and device. 

19 The method \f claim 18 wherein the device is 

fixedly coupled to a gkdewire, and wherein positioning 

the sheath comprises: \ 

proximally withdrawing the guxdewxre to 
collapse/the device within the sheath. 

20 . The method of c^aim 18 wherein positioning the 

sheath comprises: - , _ 

advancing the sLath over the sloped r lbS to 

collapse the device. 



21. 



The method of claim 18 and further comprising 
positioning at lekat a proximal mouth of the 
device withtn the sheath prior to 
withdrawing tjhe sheath and device. 



